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democrats, making possible a liberal-radical-socialist
ministry. Efforts towards this end will probably be
crushed by the socialist congress, which will confirm its
refusal to compromise. But we must not ignore signs of
activity on the part of certain left-wing elements who
aim at an alliance between democracy and socialism.,
which would mean a governmental swing towards the
extreme left. The premature crisis of fascism is very
harmful, and its immediate disintegration would be even
more so, since it would weaken national and conservative
political forces and leave the ultra-democratic forces in
control of the country's destiny. Hence it would be a
mistake for the fascists to break up their forces now and
leave the ground open for unfettered democracy in which
the socialists would be the real masters.'
On their side the nationalists, noted the Popolo £ Italia,
c have laid a political ambush 5, and their paper, the Idea
Nazionale, which was also the mouthpiece of heavy industry
and the armament manufacturers, discovered that fascism
was born, not at Milan in March, 1919, but s in Bologna in
December 1920 '. Mussolini had against him, therefore, his
own movement, the big industrial and landowning class
and the nationalists ; and he realized that he would never
get the socialists to disarm, not even those of the right wing.
He was certainly not going to back a policy which he could
not himself direct and gain profit from.
The socialists saw nothing in the fascist crisis but the
embarrassing position in which Mussolini found himself,
and instead of making political capital out of it they looked
on, blinded by their grievances, and enjoyed the unhoped-
for revenge which they regarded as final. In his speech
in the Chamber about the Sarzana episode (July 22),
Mussolini had already complained that the only reply the
socialists had made to his overtures was to call him a
repentant Magdalene. When he resigned the Avanti came
out with a complacent sneer which was not quickly forgotten.
The Socialist Party was in a worse fix than ever, for the
pact had only increased its impotence. On August 10 the
party executive approved the pact and on the 12th it passed

